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Choose one of the assignments above to discuss in greater depth.  
 

Describe some of the choices you made in this assignment. What theoretical or research-based 

perspectives from the course did you bring to bear on these choices? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflect on the effects of this assignment on your future teaching. What will be different because 

of the work you did? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect on your understanding of the standard addressed by this assignment, and on how the 

assignment will help your teaching in the area of that standard.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did this assignment address the teaching of any learning standards? _____  If so, how? 


	Course: EPSY 586 Instructional Strategies for Middle School Education
	Assignment, Row 1: Case Studies
	Teaching Standard Addressed, Row 1: 8: Reflection and Growth10: Professional Community
	How did the assignment address the standard?, Row 1: This assignment allowed me to reflect on dilemmas teachers may face in classrooms (either with students or other professionals) as well as come up with solutions to those dilemmas. Through this assignment, I read case studies and used a four step process in which I stated the dilemmas, stated the ways the situation was handled in the case study, and came up with an alternative to the situation solution. In addition, I answered case discussion questions that helped me reflect on the cases I had read. This assignment allowed me to critically think and analyze current teaching practices.
	Assignment, Row 2: Instructional Strategies
	Teaching Standard Addressed, Row 2: 1: Commitment to Mathematics Learning of All Students3: Knowledge of Students4: Knowledge of Practice of Teaching
	How did the assignment address the standard?, Row 2: This assignment provided me with the opportunity to choose five research based, instructional strategies that could address the unique developmental needs and learning strengths of my adolescent students. After choosing five strategies, I researched the literature about each strategy and explained how I could use the strategy in a middle school mathematics classroom. This assignment allowed me to think about the different developmental needs of individual students as well as individual strengths and weaknesses. It opened my eyes to individuality in a classroom and allowed me to see the significance of provide my students with multiple ways to express their knowledge.
	Assignment, Row 3: UDL Unit
	Teaching Standard Addressed, Row 3: 1: Commitment to Mathematics Learning of All Students3: Knowledge of Students4: Knowledge of the Practice of Teaching5: Learning Environment7: Assessment
	How did the assignment address the standard?, Row 3: This assignment allowed me to develop a math unit incorporating the principles of Universal Design for Learning. In addition to this, I incorporated a variety of strategies that I could apply appropriately and effectively to middle school learners. The unit I created provided me with the opportunity to assessment students using multiple means of representation, multiple means of expression, and multiple means of engagement. For each aspect of UDL, I created several activities, lessons, projects, that would assess students knowledge while at the same time keep them engaged.
	Assignment, Row 4: Written Responses to Text Readings
	Teaching Standard Addressed, Row 4: 8: Reflection and Growth
	How did the assignment address the standard?, Row 4: This assignment allowed me to reflect on assigned text readings. It allowed me to demonstrate skills in critical thinking and analysis of current literature and reflect on the reading by summarizing what I read and thinking about different strategies I could use in my classroom to back up the reading. The readings gave a plethora of information on differentiated instruction, reading and writing, and metacognition and provided me with strategies I could use in my classroom to activate those aspects of teaching. In addition, I used those given strategies and discussed how I could use them in a math classroom as well as came up with other strategies I could use as well. 
	Assignment, Row 5: 
	Teaching Standard Addressed, Row 5: 
	How did the assignment address the standard?, Row 5: 
	Assignment, Row 6: 
	Teaching Standard Addressed, Row 6: 
	How did the assignment address the standard?, Row 6: 
	Did this assignment address the teaching of any learning standards: Yes
	Analysis: UDL UnitThe first decision I had to make when creating my unit using UDL was come up with a middle school math topic. When I chose my topic, I then had to determine classroom demographics, goals and objectives for the unit, and how I plan on measuring those goals. I had to create a planning calendar I would use throughout the entire unit and create lessons, activities, and projects that recognized the neural networks of my students (i.e., representation, expression, and engagement. I needed to make sure I reached different levels of blooms taxonomy with the questions I created in my assessments and with those levels I created a formative and summative assessment I could use to test my students knowledge.
	Reflection: This assignment taught me the importance of incorporating the principles of Universal Design for Learning into my classroom. Before this assignment, I had never heard of UDL. This assignment provided me with the opportunity to learn about the positive effects UDL could have on my students if I incorporated it into my classroom. Because of this assignment, I will work at providing students with multiple means of representation, multiple means of engagement, and multiple means of expression during every unit I teach them.
	Reflection Standards: 4 Knowledge of Practice of Teaching standard states that it is important as a teacher that I not only use my knowledge of education and teaching to design instructional methods that best suit my students. This allows for my students to have many opportunities for success. This project helps me to see that there are many different ways to assessments students and the many different aspects of assessment that teachers need to be aware of before providing assessments to students. It also allowed me to see the planning that needs to go into assessments and the many different details I will need to focus on.5: Learning Environment standard states that it is important students work in an environment that shows encouragement and willingness so they can develop self-confidence and become active learners. Through this project, I learned about the importance of a care-free, safe, learning environment and how I can make that happen in my future classroom.  7 Assessment standard states that teachers have a range of assessment methods for their instruction to promote learning to all students. Through this project, I was able to come up with different assessment strategies and questions that I could use to test my students on different topics in geometry. Whether it was a self-assessment, a group project, or a traditional assessment, I was able to learn the different aspects that need to be concentrated on so that the students get the most out of the assessment.
	Learning Standards: Common Core StandardsThe Number System 7.NSApply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add,  subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers.1. Apply and extend previous understandings of addition and subtraction to add and subtract rational numbers; represent addition and subtraction on a horizontal or vertical number line diagram.2. Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division and of fractions to multiply and divide rational numbers.3. Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving the four operations with rational numbers.Expressions and Equations 7.EESolve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic expressions and equations3. Solve multi-step real-life and mathematical problems posed with positive and negative rational numbers in any form using tools strategically. Apply properties of operations to calculate with numbers in any form; convert between forms as appropriate.4. Use variables to represent quantities in a real-world or mathematical problem, and construct simple equations and inequalities to solve problems by reasoning the quantities


